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Abstract. In the Antiquities Act, Congress authorized the President to crate National Monuments. Recently, 
there has been discussion of a possible monument designation involving the coastal plain of the Arctic National 
wildlife Refuge in Alaska. Several issues surround that possibility, including the potential size of such a 
monument and whether provisions of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act might preclude the 
designation. In addition, the Act provides for the termination of certain large withdrawals in Alaska unless they 
are approved by an Act of Congress within one year of notice of the withdrawal. 
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Summary 



In the Antiquities Act of 1 906, Congress authorized the President to create National 
Monuments. Recently, there has been discussion of a possible monument designation 
involving the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, an area rich 
in wildlife and quite possibly also rich in oil reserves. Several issues surround that 
possibility, including the potential size of such a monument, whether provisions of the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) might preclude or limit 
such a designation, and how protections afforded by monument designation might differ 
fromcurrent protection of the coastal plain. This report will be updated as circumstances 
warrant. 



Background 

In the Antiquities Act of 1906, 1 Congress authorized the President to create national 
monuments to protect historic landmarks, historic or prehistoric structures, and "other 
objects of historic or scientific interest." National monuments are to be created on lands 
“owned or controlled by the Government of the United States,” and are to be “confined 
to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be 
protected.” Numerous Presidents have used this authority and President Clinton has 
recently created eleven new monuments and expanded two others. 2 

The coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) in Alaska has a 
great diversity of wildlife and includes the calving area of the Porcupine caribou herd and 



1 Act of June 8, 1906, ch. 3060, 34 Stat. 225, codified at 16 U.S.C. §§431 et seq. 

2 For a discussion of monument issues, see CRS Report RL30528, National Monuments and the 
Antiquities Act,, by Carol Hardy Vincent and Pamela Baldwin. 
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